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Principal’s Corner

| want to welcome everyone back to the 2011-2012
school year. | believethat most of you know me, but
for those of youwho do not | want totell you alittle
about mysdlf. | havebeenat AASD for morethan 24
yearsinavariety of roles. | sarted asavolunteer while
ingraduate school and moved on through theyearsto
substitute teacher, paraprofessional, elementary
teacher, middle school supervisor, behavior speciait,
instructional leadership positionsthat have gone by
various names, and am currently serving in the

principa’spogition.

| have seen many changesduring my timeat AASD.
Someof thechangesaredueto the needsof the schoal
andothersaredueto ustryingtodignour adminidrative
positionstowhat you might normaly seewith atypica
school. One changethat happened thisyear isthat we
no longer have both aprincipa and aschool director.
Kenney Moore, our former school director, hasmoved
tothe Department of Education to becometheDirector
of the Division of State Schools, whichincludesthe
AtlantaAreaSchool for the Deaf, GeorgiaSchool for
the Deaf, and GeorgiaAcademy for theBlind. This
was done with the hope that the three state schools
will be ableto work together as our own district as
opposed to three separate schools.

We are consistently working to improve student
achievement and one of thebiggest influencesonthis
areaisparent involvement. The more we can work
together between school and home, the more our
studentswill achieve. | hopeto see many of you get
involved with DonaHarrisand our Parent Involvement
Program (PI P) either through theworkshops offered
on Saturday during SES, our in-the-community sign
language classes, or volunteering hereat theschooal. |

look forward to awonderful year and believe that
whilewedo great thingsat thisschool, the morewe
can collaborate between home and school the more
our studentswill achievel!

Sincerdy,
VanessaRobisch
Principa

Katie Boyd welcomes students on the first day of school.

Welcome Newly-Enrolled Sudents

The early childhood and elementary departments
welcomeClinton Cagle, age4, from GainesvilleCity;
Aubrey Garard, age 4, from Rockdale County;
ArchiasGrimdey, age4, fromMariettaCity; Analy
Rivera, age 3, from Fulton County; Can’ Vashia
Clements, age7, from Putnam County; Nilah Orey,
age 9, from Henry County; and Shakier ah Porter,
age9, from Greene County.

Middle school wel comes new students Aar on Cuff,
age 13, and Jahmai Davis, age 12, from Henry
County; Tam Lee, age 12, from Jasper County;
Rafadl Ortiz, age12, and Elizabeth Porter, age 12,
from Cobb County; Leonard Person |11, age 12,
and Ty Redding, age 12, from Clayton; and Lysett
Uvalle age 12, and YumaraVeazquez, age12, from
DeKalb County.

High school is happy to welcome M ondreakest
Faust, age 15, from DeKalb County; Joseph Guy,
age 20, from Gwinnett County; and AmandaHughes,
age 14, Raven L ewis, age 16, and Alliyah Williams,
age 15, fromAtlantaCity.
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Welcome New AASD Saff

We are happy to welcome anumber of new staff to
AASD thisyear. Theearly childhood and e ementary
departments are happy to have Wende Grass and
Maria Ruckel join them as classroom teachers.
Middle school welcomes new teachers Terynce
Butts, Henry Etsitty, and GlennisM atthews. The
high school department is happy to add Nicholas
Giagios, Lara Metcalf, and Rebecca Miller-
Dumet. The paraprofessionals are happy to have
Matthew Gunnesand KarishaHurlbut jointhem.
Thekitchen staff isglad to welcome back afamiliar
face as Francine Thompson rejoins us, and
mai ntenance welcomes Camer on Forte and Niki
Johnson. Last, but not least, the technology
department isthrilled to have K atrina Davison on
board. Please offer awarm welcometo all our new
AASD family!

Exciting New Initiative at AASD!

Thisfal, AASD wasexcited to launch thestart of our
Language & Literacy Planning Initiative (LLPI). As
part of our school improvement plan, thisprojectis
funded by our school improvement grant. Theinitiative
istheresult of the School Improvement Plan’spushto
examinebest language and literacy practicefor Deaf
studentsand implement aplan that will enableAASD
tobeacomprenensveASL/English Bilingua Education
Program. Dr. Stephen Nover, Director of theLanguage
Planning Ingtitute at Gallaudet University and former
CAEBER developer and director, along with Nancy
Kdly-Jones, teecher of 35yearsand languageplanning
mentor of 15 years, have been engaged to consult with
AASD’sproject coordinator Stacey Shapiro onthe
implementation of the plan. Twelve AASD staff
members are participating in an intensive staff
development program (ASL/English Bilingual
Professional Development AEBPD) that consistsof
four semestersof learning led by Dr. Nover and Ms.
Kelly-Jones. Dr. Nover'sexpertisein the bilingual
education of deaf children and the associated research
and practice along with Ms. Kelly-Jones' years of
experience mentoring and implementing successful
bilingual classrooms sets the stage for the weekly
seminarsled by Dr. Nover and coaching led by Ms.

Kelly-Jones. TheLLPI alsoincludesaplanning team
comprised of AASD stakehol dersthat includesAASD
teachers, administrators, coaches, parents,
psychologists as well as, outside university
representation and GA PINES Early Intervention staff
who, together with the consultants, will examinethe
planfor AASD and implement stepsfor full school-
widecultura and programmeatic change. Theteamwill
also look for ways to extend beyond AASD aswe
move forward. The LLPI also includes an
administrative planning team that providessupport to
the AEBPD participants so they can experiment with
new strategies, become leaders within the AASD
environment, and serve aschangeagents. Thisisan
excitingtimeinAASD higtory aswe createand pioneer
aproject that will impact our programinahugepositive
way and hasthe possibility for replication at schools
acrossthe country. For moreinformation about the
LLPI, contact Stacey Shapiro, Project Coordinator,
at: sshapiro@doe.k12.ga.us

SES Saturdays

What are you doing on Saturdays? Could you be
having funandlearningmore?Y ES! Bringyour family
and cometo SES. It'sagreat timeto get someextra
practice on your school work and you get to work
with your family. You can teach them more sign
language and what you are learning at school.
Upcoming SES Datesare 12/3, 1/7, 1/21, 2/4, 2/25,
3/10, 3/24, and 4/14. SESisfrom 10am-2pm. If you
have not signed up, please ask your teacher for an
SESform or contact AmandaAdamsL ee.

Blair Roberts works with Kayleen Pugh on ASL facial expression.
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Summer Fun
Will Return Summer 2012!

Inthe summer of 2011, welaunched anew summer
programwe called Summer Fun! With acombination
of cooperativelearning and language activitiessetin
the backdrop of the nationally acclaimed Science
Olympiad, we created aweek long program where
students participated in problem solving, strategy
development, and hands-on activitieswith ascience
theme. Teamsparticipated in eventswhereaproblem
or project wasto be solved or created given specific
materialsand criteriato earn points. Last summer’s
activitiesincluded: creating protectionto drop anegg
fromasecond story height without breskingit; cregting
soda bottle rockets that could stay airborne for an
extended period of time; building a tower with a
restricted set of suppliesthat could hold adesignated
amount of weight without collapsing; creating and
floating clay boats to seewhich could hold the most
itemswithout sinking; building bridgesout of pasta
that could hold 20-30 pounds of weight; aswell as
participating in an assortment of sciencelabs. It was
challenging, visud, cregtive, and most of dl fun!

Weareexcited that thiscoming summer 2012 wewill
beoffering our Summer Funweek again and extending
it to alimited number of non-AASD studentsfor a
fee. Information will beavailableat the start of 2012.
If you haveany questionsabout Summer Fun contact
Stacey Shapiro at: sshapiro@doe k12.ga.us.

Kristen, Janelle, and Erika protect thier egg with bubble wrap..

S

or building arocket.

.

This strange guy showed up to get us going each morning!
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Nicholas Peppers prepares to launch his team’s rocket.

Christain follows instruction from Kristen to assemble the toy.

A great day for V\-/ate-r balloons

Summer Fun, June 2011 Prizes for the top campers
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Halloween and Trick-or-Treating

Thetradition hereat AASD hasbeenfor the preschool
classestodressupintheir Haloweenfinest and hitthe
hallsof theschool for Trick-or-Treating. Thisyear was
no exception, athough we had to scale back our
number of stops so that we would not interrupt
classroomingtructiontime. The students brought their
own costumes from home and this year we had a
fireman, Woody and Buzz Light Year, asuper girl hero,
Sponge Bob, and a pirate. The students practiced
agning, “ Trick-or-treat” at each stop and thensigning
“thank you” after they weregiventherr treat. Oncewe
made it back to the classroom, each student |looked
through his/her bag of goodies and picked out the
favoriteoneto eat right away.

The faculty and staff are always very generous in
supporting theannual trick-or-treating and thisyear
was no exception. A huge thank you goes out to
everyonewho hel ped to provideawonderful and safe
trick-or-treating experiencefor the students.

Halloween Costume Day

A very spooky pumpking head

The Ninja Turtles return. Cute Lady Bugs Makaylaisadisco queen.
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Pajama Day

e L\

Tam is pretty in her pink bathrobe.

h & . IR
Themiddle school staff arerelaxed. Manuel Maganalikes his Spiderman pajamas.
AtlantaArea School for the Deaf Fall/Winter 2011




Mismatch Day

Elyse Ferrell and Hugo Soto mix it up.

Greg Owen matches his hair to histie. Andrea Waterstone artfully mixes it up.
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Support Your Favorite Team Day

GEDRGIA

Can'Vashiaisacute Bulldog fan.

ColinisaLionsman. Sammy istrue to UGA.
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Fall Festival Pep Rally

Amber Sheppard and Lavan Hood, Fall Festival Queen and King

The crowd roars.

I
™S g rereree-a

Marrie Tronolone announces the Fall Festival King and Queen. Cute Pep Squad members
AtlantaArea School for the Deaf
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Fall Festival 2011

AASD celebratedits' 20" annual Fall
. Festival on Saturday, November 5. We
kicked off the cel ebration with an avesome
spirit week leading up to the big event! The students
and staff had agreat timedressingup for eachday’s
theme. On Monday, October 31, everyone wore
Halloween costumes, of course! What funit wasto
seedll the creative costumes! Tuesday wewereall
comfy in our PJs for the day. Wednesday was our
traditional tacky day with people mixing everything
from stripsand plaidsto crazy shoe combinations.
Thursday everyone supported their favorite sports
team showing off thair favoritehatsand T-shirts. Friday,
as aways, was AASD school spirit day and our
Panther Pri de showed al over the school.
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JessicaWalker's daughter, Vivian, takes apony ride.
We had an awesome Pep Rally on Thursday, led by
our hilariousMaster of Ceremonies, Greg Owen. The
preschool children paraded and grooved around in
thegymto get usin thespirit. Our Pep Squad showed
off their new uniformsaswell as some great dance
moves! Last, but not least, our high school court
elected Lavan Hood and Amber Sheppard Fall
Festival Kingand Queen! Congratulatl ong!

The clown and the AASD Panther

The weather was beautiful for our big event on
Saturday, and we had an amazing turnout of students,
staff, friends, families, former students, and members
of thecommunity. Participantsenjoyed carniva games,
huge moon bounces, agiant dide, horse-back riding,
rock climbing, and aclown! Thefestival goersalso
rocked to great music provided by aDJand feasted
on popcorn, Little Caesar’sPizza, burritosfromMog's,
and Coca-Colaproducts! Thevendors' sectionwas
packed full of avariety of itemsfor peopleto buy, and
we offered even more goodiesfor saleinthe Silent
Auction.

Thanksto everyonefor awonderful Fall Festival 2011.
We arelooking forward to another fabulousfestiva
nextyear! If you areinterested in hel ping out, reserving
abooth asavendor, or donating itemsfor our Silent
Auction next year, please contact Carrie Kalberg at:
ckalberg@doe.k12.ga.us and phone # 866-639-
0470.

Our next Fall Festival will beon Saturday, November
3,2012. Be sureto stop by next year! The proceeds
fromthisyear’sfestival will goto our Parent/Teacher
Involvement Committeefund. Wehad many volunteers
from different areas, and wearegrateful for their help!
We must aso thank our Fall Festival Committee
membersfor making thisyear’ sfestival so successful!

Students enjoy the activities.
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Fall/Winter Activities

Elementary students explain the three Rs.
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Marty Ziegler enjoys his breakfast. Brandon Perkins Will Hanners
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Dressed for success The 2011-2012 AASD Basketball Team The Panther Pep Squad
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To Catch a Bully

ElyseFerrdl’sand Kenneth Bryant’sclasseshad alot
of fun supporting PBIS during class meetings and
learning to use the new bully incident reporting
procedure. The studentswent around the school and
used flip camerastofilmvariousbullying scenariosin
different locations. Then we came back to theroom,
watched avideo, andfilled out amock bully reporting
formto match theincident that wewitnessed. It'sbeen
fun and educational, and wethink we may haveafew
futurefilm starsinthe 8th grade! (Pleaselimit your
autograph requeststo before and after school.)

Middle School Bowling Trip

Aspart of our PBIS behavior programat AASD
middle school studentsearn Panther Dollarsby
showing Respect, Responshility, and Readiness.
Studentswho earned atotal of $750 Panther
Dollarswererewarded withabowlingfieldtripto
Starsand StrikesBowlingAlley. Webowled severd
games, enjoyed apizzalunch, and played gamesin
thearcade. It wasagreat timeand everyoneis
motivated to earn the skating trip planned for
February, 2012.

Marie has fun with her girls.

The whole middle school group

L etters to the Troops

AASD joined forced with the Bert Show and Q100
radio station thismonth to write lettersto American
troopsserving oversess. Thegoa wasto send 400,000
hand-written letters thanking our servicemen and
women for their sacrificesand to wish them aHappy
Thanksgiving. Thanksgotothemany classes, teachers,
and staff membersat AASD whowroteletters AASD
contributed over 190 handwritten letters!

DeShon donates food for the Atlanta Community Food Bank.
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Will Vanessa Robisch
Kiss a Pig?

Thisfall, theAtlantaArea School for the Desf rolled
out a fantastic new program, Positive Behavior
I ntervention and Support (PBIS). Wearefocusing on
making sure that school-wide we provide clear
expectationsand reinforce gppropriatebehaviors. This
national program is seen to increase student
independence, confidence, and school achievement.
Our established behavioral expectations include
expectationsfor al areasintheschool but our genera
AASD Panther Prideconsistsof what wecall the 3Rs
—BeRespectful, Be Responsible, and Be Ready. We
have aso implemented areward or incentive system
called“GOTCHA!” wherewe (teacher/staff) catch
each other and studentsfollowing the expectations.
When we catch people doing the right thing they
receive GOTCHA ticketsthat they cantradein for
assorted rewards/prizes. Wekicked off theschool year
with afocuson GOTCHAS, and during the months of
August and September 4,500 GOTCHAsweregiven
to the students school-wide. We challenged the
studentsto earn more GOTCHAsand whenwereach
7,500 our principal, VanessaRobisch, will kissapig!
Sofar, thecountis5,500... Our principa hasgladly
taken up this challenge and is looking forward to
smooching apig! Wewill keep you posted!

MARTA Cards for Transportation

In October, AASD transition coordinators Karen
Bonner, Adam Garfinkel, and Ashley Thompson
took 25 high and middle school sudentsonafiedtrip
to experiencethe M ARTA publictrangportation system
and to apply for half-fare cards. Beforethetrip the
studentswere challenged to find the easiest routefrom
the bus stop on Indian Creek Drivein front of the

school tothe MARTA Five Pointsstation. They rose
tothechalengeand wehad notroublearriving at Five
Points. Whenwearrived, the sudentsapplied for and
received their half-fare cards. After afunlunchat a
nearby McDonald's, the students navigated our way
back to AASD. The benefits of this trip included
exposing students to the possibilities that public
trangportation hasto offer, successfully obtaining half-
fare cards, and encouraging studentsto think and act
independently. These studentswere successful with
their navigation skillsand we had agresat time!

Doyt BEE sama izt
S i

We got our MARTA cards.
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Notes from the Library

Fall ishere and our elementary and middle school
students have been busy reading and cooking. Asa
rewardfor metingtheir fal reading god sstudentsfrom
preschool to the 8" grade came to the library and
learned to make*“ AppleHand Pies.” Kathy Hoperead
them astory about her first timeeating applepie. She
was 5 years old and visited her grandmother who
worked in an elementary school cafeteria. Her
grandmother had made apple pie and when Kathy
tasted it she was hooked. The students loved their
pies and maybe they are now hooked on apple pie
andreading!

Wehaveadded many new titlestothelibrary collection
thisfall. Graphic novelshaveredly caught onand our
studentsaregobbling them up. Thesearenot thecomic
bookswe remember from our childhood. Theseare
real bookstelling real stories. Graphic novelslink
picturesdirectly withwordsand arereally ahelp to
our studentsreading comprehension.

We have also added | ots of signed booksand DV D
setsfromAMP,AASD’sAccessbleMateridsProject,
to our library collection. These sets combine abook
withasignedtelling of thestory onDVD. These sets
are available to AASD students and their families
through library check-out.

Thebest way toimprovereadingistoread. Please
read with your children and encourage them to read
every day. You are not limited to books. Billboards,
TV captions, cereal boxes, texting on phones, street
signs, and many morethingsto read areeverywhere
and free. Use them to help improve your child's
vocabulary and reading comprehension!

Kathy Hope tells the story of her first apple pie.
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Quincy and Aaron roll the dough.
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Reading Buddies

Over the last few months, you may have seen
elementary sudentsgreeting high school seniorsinthe
hallwaysand asking the seniorswhenthey arecoming
to theelementary school again. Theinspired seniors
smilewith pleasureand answer theyoungsters, dways
invoking excited responses from the elementary
students. What makes our elementary studentswant
to seethe seniors? The high school seniorsin ELA
have been visiting theelementary school twiceaweek
to read books to various classes. The elementary
students arefixated with the seniors, looking up to
them asreading and sgning role-models. TheReading
Buddies program was spearheaded thisyear by Ms.
DanaNave sclassworkingwithMs. Kim Thompson's
class. Impressed by theachievement of Ms. Naveand
Thompson’scollaboration, Mr. Nick Giagiosand Ms.
JessicaWalker quickly adopted theideafor their own
senior EL A classes. Mr. Giagios sstudentswork with
Ms. AmandaAdams, Ms. Angie Matthews, and Ms.
Leah Seymour.

Another elementary teacher, Ms. Maria Ruckel,
learned of the program and asked Mr. Greg Owen'’s
classif they would participate with her students. The
resultshave been wonderful. Theseniorsarelearning
valuable skillswhile devel oping independence and
confidence, and theelementary studentsarelearning
through literacy. The programismaking stridesand
both teachers and students are motivated to keep it
going. Thereare sparksof inspirationin the eyes of
the children, and our seniorsare holding their heads
up highwith success.

Jose Agaton works with Christopher Morales.

AtlantaArea School for the Deaf
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Career Awareness Day

The Transition Department recently established a
monthly Career Awareness Day with the goal of
increasing awareness of employment opportunities
availableto AASD students. It isnot often that our
students get an opportunity to meet asuccessful deaf
adult who holds a steady job in the competitive
workforce.

The Transition Department invited Jessica Sherry,
former AASD student and now afull timeemployee
at Publix Supermarket, to participate in Career
Awareness Day. Ms. Sherry hasbeen employed asa
baker with Publix for the past twelveyears.

Ms. Sherry talked with middle school and high school
students about what it islikeworking with hearing
peopl e, and about how she has been ableto overcome
communication barriers at her workplace. She
encouraged the studentsnot to give up onther dreams
andnottolet otherstekeaway their dignity. Ms. Sherry
a o urged udentsto congder volunteering first before
looking for an entry level position. Volunteering at a
workplaceisagreat way to gain experience and to
proveto acompany that adeaf student iscapable of
doingthesamejob astheir hearing peers. Thestudents
were a so given the opportunity to participateinthe
discussion and they all had good questionsfor the
presenter. Thestudentsleft the meeting with apowerful
message- knowing that thereisabright future ahead
of them.

| nter nships

Some AASD students have internships at Publix
grocery storein the produce department. Werestock
fruits and vegetables, check for out-dated grocery
items, clean out any expired produce, aswell askeep
thegenerd areatidy. Sometimeswework inthefreezer
or in the kitchen, and sometimes we work on the
producefloor. We also have one student who works
bagging groceries. Publix is very grateful for our
contributionsand wearegrateful they alow ustowork
withthem.

Other sudentshaveinternshipsat Piccadilly restaurant.
We complete avariety of tasksincluding cleaning
tables, rolling silverware, washing dishes, andfilling
up theicein the coke machines. Wealso work inthe
bakery andinthe prep Sations preparing the restaurant
for opening. Piccadilly and itsemployees have been
S0 accepting of usand really take prideinteaching us
how to do thewaork correctly. Sometimesthey even
give us treats like a slice of cake that we helped
prepare! We are so happy to have the opportunity to
partner with Piccadilly.

s

RenishaWatkinsrollssilverware at Picadilly.
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Parent Involvement Program

AASD’s Parent Involvement Program (PIP) teamis
made up of five dedicated members who strive to
engage parentsto becomeinvolvedinthe academic
and socid achievementsof their child. Maria“ Nella”

Ginocchio is the bi-lingual interpreter. Nella has
worked at AASD for 17 yearsand hasbuilt astrong,
caringrelationshipwith al of thefamiliessheasssts.
Shelly Glenn isthe Parent Liaisonwith the program.
Shelly speaksfluent Spanish and frequently partners
with Nellatointerpret for our parents. Shelly’sroleis
to help establish community relationships for
community signlanguage classesand tofacilitatethe
AASD Volunteer Program. DonaHarrisisthe School

Social Worker/Parent Involvement Coordinator/
HomelessLiaison. Donahas15yearswithAASD
and believesastrong parent baseisthe foundation of
astrong school. DianePickett started with the school
gpproximately 4 yearsago asavolunteer and hasgrown
tobeaninvauablemember of our gaff. Dianemaintains
the organization of the program and helpstofacilitate
oneof thenew Siblingsof Deaf Youth (SODY') groups.
Deshonda Washington is the Parent Mentor and
joined the program about ayear ago. Deshondaworks
to support, educate, and empower parentsregarding
the academic successof their child.

The PIPteam hoststhe Parent Involvement Program
on Saturdayswhilethe studentsreceive SEStutoring.
We are collaborating with the PBIS program. The
PBISteamwill shareinformation withthe PIP group
on January 7" and March 10". Amy Cohen Efron,
AASD’sschool psychologist, devel oped our Siblings
of Deaf Youth program. This program focuses on
engaging thesiblingsof AASD studentsto discusshow
they feel about having adeaf/hard of hearing sibling,
aswell ashow they fedl about their relationshipwithin
the family. February will bring workshops on
technology and | EPrightsand process. March 24" is
acollaborative conferencewith GA PINES. Wewill
invite parentsfrom mainstream school sand various
programsthat service specid needsstudents. April 14"
isplanned for aCommunity Benefit Walk. Wewill
encourage everyonetojoin usin support of the Parent
Involvement Program. Findly, May 5", wewill have
our second Parent/Volunteer Celebration!

Georgia PINES

Georgia Parent Infant Network for Educational
Services (Georgia PINES) is a statewide early
intervention program that hasbeen serving familiesof
childrenwith sensory losssince 1980. GeorgiaPINES
currently servesover 500 familiesand hasamost 200
contractorswho serve as Parent Advisors. Georgia
PINES conductsafamily workshop for parentsand
early intervention professonasannuadly. Thisyear, in
conjunction with Georgia Sensory Ass stance Project
(GSAP), GeorgiaPINESIi s pleased to present its 26"
annual family workshop on January 28, 2012 at the
GeorgiaAcademy for the Blind in Macon, and on
March 24,2012 at AASD. Workshop sessionsinclude
presentations on sensory loss and parent emotions,
making booksfun and accessiblefor children with
sensory loss, creating listening and reading activities
topromoteliteracy, getting ready for Braille-vocabulary
and concept devel opment, and how to improvethe
qudity of interactionswith thechild’ shearing hedthcare
providers. The Clarkston workshop will collaborate
withtheAASD Family Involvement Programand will
add sessions on applying for the Katie Beckett
Medicaid Waiver, promoting communication for
children with dual sensory loss, and other topics.
Siblingsof childrenwith specia needswill havetheir
own Sibshop activitiesand parentswill meet based on
thedisability of their childrenin Momto Mom and
Dadto Dad sessions. Spanishinterpretationisavailable
upon request. Professionals will have asession on
Supporting Language, Literacy, and Academics
through AccessibleMateriads. Participantscan obtain
either PLU or SCElscredit. GeorgiaPINES-GSAP
Family Workshop will truly have something for
everyone.

Thisyear, GeorgiaPINES has started anew holiday
initiative. Georgia PINES contractorsand staff are
donating money to help GeorgiaPINESfamiliesin
need. GeorgiaPINES has selected 20 familiesbased
on nominationsby their parent advisor. Each family
will receivea$50.00 gift card from Wal-Mart. Other
exciting newsabout GeorgiaPINESincludesatele-
intervention pilot project, collaborationwithAASD to
provide Deaf Mentorsastutorsfor AASD families,
and continuing our Listening Talking Kids Program.
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TheAASD soccer team had agreat season thisyear.
Wewereextremely proud tofinishin 2™ placeinthe
regular season standingsfor our division. Captainsfor
the soccer teamthisyear wereMarvin M ar quez and
Luis Naranjo. Our top scoring playerswere L uis
Nar anjo, who scored 15 goalsand Hugo Sotowith
12 goals. Moise Gatua-Ngamou and Marvin
Marquez were our defensive leaders. The other
soccer playerswere Deion Har vey King, Antonio
Jackson, Eziquiel Mixcotal, Juan Ortiz, Rosa
Perez, Julio Reyes, Cordell Richards, Donte
Sanley, Alex Turner, Nsikak Umoren, Lysett
Uvalle, and D€ Shon Walker. Many thanksgo to
the coaches, Natalie Perelesand Ben Smith, and
to the parents for their constant support. We are
looking forward to another great seasonin 2012!

Teamwork! AASD plays against Brandon Hall.
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Our AASD volleyball team started off thisyear with
fireworks. We are especially proud of our team of
only six players. We do not have enough playersto
allow our girlseven abrief rest during agame. All six
girlsplayed thewhole game every game. Thegirls
struggled and fought and did their best al theway to
theend without any substitutes. That isteamwork and
determination at itsbest!

Besides a shortage of players, we also overcame
transportation obstacles. We often went to the away
gameswith no busdriver available. We managed to
get ridesfrom our parents and friendsto most of the
games. But thegirls “tough littlehearts’ found their
way to success. We entered the Atlanta Athletic
Conference (AAC) tournament and won 3rd place!
Wewereall so proud because we have never placed
intheAAC tournament beforethisyear!

The members of thisyear’steam were: Denetrice
Arnold, Xylinda Coallins, Xylonda Callins, Camry
McCaleb, JaquishaNew, and Amber Sheppard,
with Jessica Santiago as their team manager, and
their coaches, K ayleen Pugh and Emily Friedberg.
Congratul ationson agreat season!

The girls have a serious discussion about strategy.

=-  Volleyball

e

We are so proud of our trophy!
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January 3
January 4

January 16

February 17

February 20

March 16

April 2-6

May 25

May 28

Atlanta Area School for the Deaf
January 3 — May 29, 2012

Tueday
Wednesday

Monday

Friday

Monday

Friday

Mon—Fri

Friday

Monday

Teacher Workday, Studentsdo not report to school
2" Semester begins, Students report to school

Martin Luther King Day
No School, Administrative Offices Closed

Teacher Workday, Studentsdo not report to school

Mid - Winter Break
No School for Students/’200/210 Day Staff
Adminigrative OfficesOpen

Teacher Workday, Studentsdo not report to school
Spring Break
No School for Students200/210 Day Staff

Adminigrative OfficesOpen

Last Day of School
*10:45 Graduation

Memorid Day Holiday
Adminigrative OfficesClosed
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