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AASD Today
Dear AASD Families,

Wherehasthefirst ssmester of school gone? It seemed
to zoom by all too quickly! As| reflect back onthe
semester and wherethetimewent, | realize how truly
busy we've been here at AASD. Asyou read this
edition of the Panther Tracks, you'll seefor yourself
just how busy students, staff, and parents have been
sincethe start of school. Asyou enjoy thearticlesand
pictures, you' Il find that we not only focus on student
learning hereat AASD, but we also have somefun
whilewedoit.

Thank you for alowing usthe honor of working with
your preciouschildren. | wishyou dl asafe, relaxing,
and funwinter break!

Best regards,
Kenney Moore

Principal’s Corner

Weareoff toagreat school year! | am seeingwonderful
things happening both in and out of the classrooms.
The sports program has been going strong, winning
gamesinand out of state. Student art work isup around
the school andlooksfabulous. Our Fall Festival had a
fantagtic turn out, and it waswonderful to seeso many
oldfriendsl Wehavemany initiativeshappeninginthe
classroomsthat you will be hearing about asthe school
year progresses.

| would like to introduce you to the program
implemented school -wide named Thinking Maps.
Thinking Mapsisavisudization of eight cognitiveskills.
In the past, we used a wide variety of graphic
organizersand whilethose makeinformationvisible,
they do not always encourageindependent thinking.
Thevisua look of the graphic organizerschangefrom
teacher to teacher or book to book, and theideabehind
the graphic organizer can change depending on the
content. Thinking Mapsare consistent with their use
and design. When all teachers and students usethe

Thinking Mapsinal content areasand acrossdl grade
levels, they arereliabletoolsfor learning.

The eight specific thought processes addressed by
Thinking Mgpsare: defining/brainstorming, describing,
comparing and contrasting, classifying, part-whole
relationships, sequencing, causeand effect, and seeing
analogies. Thereisan exact map that correlateswith
each thought process, so sudentscreste menta visua
patternsfor their thinking. Thesetoolsfor thinking
become aconstant as students move from content to
content and overtime, develop an independent
ownership of their learning. All studentsand teachers
will haveacommon languagefor meaningful learning.

By utilizing Thinking Maps, weare promoting student-
centered and cooperative learning, development of
concepts, and higher order thinking. Thinking Maps
asoencouragecredtivity, clarity of communication, and
continuous cognitive development. Ask your son or
daughter to show you his’her Thinking Magpsfromclass
and demonstrate how themapsareused. Weareseeing
resultsfrom using thisprogram. Youwill bereceiving
information on gettingaCD withthedectronicverson
of the program for use on your home computer. We
are excited about Thinking Maps and what it is
providing for our students.

School Improvement Grant

AASD received a$1,200,000 school improvement
grant funded by thefedera government that theschool
will use over the next threeyearsto increase student
achievement and promote parent involvement. AASD
staff, with the support of the Georgia Department of
Education, worked for many months on the school
improvement grant gpplication, and theschool recaived
notice in October of this school year that the grant
applicationwasapproved. Thegrant will accomplish
many incredible things! Please visit the following
websiteto read AASD’sgrant application, and see
how it isgoing to transform the school. If you have
any questionsabout thegrant, please contact our school
director, Mr. Kenney Moore, or visit our website at
http://aasdweb.conmv/sgrant.htm.
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Welcome Newly-Enrolled Sudents

The early childhood and elementary departments
welcome Jordan Cassells, age 3, Christopher
Quinones-Guatemala, age 3, and DiK orien Ward,
age 4, from Fulton County; Anthony Shoate, age 3,
from MariettaCity; M enelik Tavares, age9, from
AtlantaCity; Jason Pena, age 7, from Cobb County;
JamireBaskerville, age9, Harry Doxey, Jr., age
8,and Rusia Saidi, age 9, from DeKab County; and
Daniel M aye, age 6, from Gwinnett County.

Middleschool wel comesnew and returning students:
Jared Brown, age 11, and Brandon Brown, age 12,
from Clayton County; Shar Be, age 12, Francisco
Guevara, age 13, Lillian Huezo, age 15, Tiana
Jacobo, age 11, and L ar Tro, age 14, from DeKalb
County; Rachel Hunter, age 13, Tommorow
Swanson, age 12, from Fulton County; Cordell
Richards, age 12, from Gwinnett County; and
Rebecca Smith, age 13, from Newton County.

High school ishappy to welcome Cor ndlius (K -von)
Benjamin, age 19, and Titania Hill, age 15, from
DeKab County.

Nella Ginocchio provides Spanish interpreti ng for parents.

Welcome New Saff

We are happy to add anumber of new staff toAASD
thisfal. WelcomeL eah Branan and Jillian Minarich
totheearly childhood/e ementary department. Middle
school is happy to have Kenneth Bryant, Marie
Gilbert, Pam Gonzalez, NyannaHarris, Candace
Jones, Matt L uakcka, and Kim Thompson. Inthe
high school department wewelcomeGreg Owen. The
wholeschool ishappy to haveAudrey Shields, Patty
Spurlin, andLisa Sevensasnew paragprofessonals.
Food services welcomes back Bertha Hughes as
line supervisor. We are al so happy to have Carolyn
Harrisjoinusasour new school nurse AASD ishappy
to welcome back Michael Clegg, who will be
working with the Accessible Material s Project, and
Sacey Shapiro, who is Special Projects Manager.
Adminigtrationishappy towelcome Shirlyn Geor ge
as aFinancial Worker. Last but not least, Georgia
PINES is happy to welcome their new program
amnager Dr. Alice Sanley. Please makeadl thenew
staff feel welcometo our AASD family.

SES - Saturday Tutoring Sessions

We are off to another great year of our SES program
on Saturdays. Students in grades 1-12 enjoy a
chdlenging and funlearning environment on Saturday's
at AASD. Each student works on math and reading
skillsonthe compurter, attendsan ASL class, and has
an educational Wii activity period. Learning and fun
combineto support theweekly curriculum but asoto
provide new opportunities for student growth. We
hope that al studentsjoinin the fun! Our second
semester dates are January 8" and 22", February 5
and 19", March 5" and 19", and April 16" and 30".
If your child is not yet registered, please contact
Amanda Adams, SES coordinator, at

High school students enjoy honing their Wii skills,
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Zoo Atlanta

The preschool and pre-k classeswent to Zoo Atlanta
on September 24th. The students prepared for the
trip by learning about the different animalsthat live at
the zoo. We used circlemapsto list theanimal sthat
live at the zoo; we made bubble mapsto describe the
animals; brace maps helps uslearn the parts of the
different animals(an e ephant hasatrunk); and double
bubblemapshd ped uscomparethedifferencebetween
animals. In addition to the thinking maps, we used an
enlarged map of the zoo to help the studentsbecome
familiar with where the animalslived. All of these
activitieshelped preparethe studentsfor our zoortrip.
They wereableto hold copiesof thezoo map andtell
what animal they would see next. They wereexcited
asthey saw all theanimal sthat they learned about at
school. We ended thetrip by stopping by the petting
areawhere the students were able to pet the goats,
sheep, and pot belly pigs. Itwasafun trip!

We love the zoo!

Fall Walk at Sone Mountain Park

After the Halloween candy iseaten and Fall Festival
Festivitiesare done, the preschool and pre-k classes
look forward to the annual fall walk at Stone
Mountain’'sNature Trail. Thisyear, our walk wasright
after thefirst frost. It wasachilly morning, but the
studentswere bundled up intheir coats, gloves, and
hats. Beforeleaving for our walk, wemadeacircle
map where the students made predictions about what
they would see on thewal k. Words and picturesthat
we added to the circle map included leaves, trees,
nuts, and squirrels. Onceon the naturetrail, students
had shopping bagsfor collecting nuts, leaves, moss,
and other itemsthey found interesting. The collected
items would be used later in the week for sorting,
making collages, and other fdl Iearnl ng aDtIVItIeS.

We waded across a creek.
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Cagle's Family Farm

In October, studentsin kindergarten and el ementary
vigted Cagle'sFamily Farmin Canton, Georgia While
each classhad dightly different goalsfor thetrip, each
child was able to gain valuable experience and
background knowledgeto fuel their learning inthe
future.

Firgt, the children had the opportunity tofeed and even
pet severd farmanimals, including ducks, sheep, goats,
cows, chickens, and even afarm dog! Thechildren
enjoyed watching how differently theanimasatetheir
food —the duckssnatched the corn husks quickly with
their beaks, whilethe cows chomped lazily ontheir
leaves. Thechildrenlater witnessed acow being milked
and also saw thetool sused to makethemilk drinkable
by people. A group hayride around thefarm allowed
the childrento see and talk about the different tools
used and jobs performed on thefarm, including the
man who plowsthefield and thefarm dog that herds
thecowd After anicegroup lunchtogether, thechildren
got to release some of their energy bouncing on the
farm’sJJumpeePillow before headl ng back to schoal.

We had fun on the huge trampoline.

Thomas enjoys feedi ng th COWS.

Back at school that week, the children expanded their
language and made numerous connections between
books and videos by recalling and retelling their
experiencesfrom thefarm. The kindergarten class
created alanguage experiencebook wherethechildren
narrated what was happening in picturestaken onthe
field trip, and theteacher used their wordsto caption
the photos. One of thefirst grade classesworked on
understanding sound by discussing theonomatopoeias
associated with eachfarm animal (ex. cock-a-doodle-
doo). For weeksafterwards, the children would often
mention something they had seen, experienced, or
learned during their farmvisit. Overal —it wasagreat
tripforal!

There'snothing like ahay ridein thefall.
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Halloween Trick-or-Treating

Thetradition hereat AASD hasbeenfor the preschool
classestodressupintheir Halloweenfinest and hit the
hallsof theschool for Trick-or-Tregting. Thisyear was
no exception. Twelve adorablelittle cats, firemen,
princesses, tigers, and dinosaurs, along with teachers
and parents, went from classroom to classroom
knocking on doors, signing “trick-or-treat” and
watching the goodiesmultiply in their bags. Some of
theteachersin high school had their sudentsparticipate
by giving out thetreats. Thisgavethe older students
the opportunity to sharein the experience. Some of
the older studentsremember their days of trick-or-
treating hereat AASD. Thefaculty and staff were
very generousin supporting theannua trick-or-tregting.
We had over forty teachers and staff members
participate. A huge thank you goes out to everyone
who hel ped to provide awonderful and safetrick-or-
treating experiencefor thestudents.

Trick-or-Treat!

Trinity Arreolaisabeautiful butterfly.
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Jillian’s class takes a survey.
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DeKalb County Fire Department
Visits Elementary

On a beautiful fall day in November, the DeKalb
County Fire Department brought their “ SmokeHouse”

to the school! The elementary and kindergarten
students had been studying jobsand wagesand asked
the DeKalb Fire Department to visit the school and
share information about their work. The students
gathered in themultipurpose areafor avery exciting
and informative presentation. Thefirefighterstaught
the children how to stop-drop-cover-androll, how to
safely exittheir houseif thereissmokeandfireinside
(Stay Low and Go!), and theimportance of having a
meeting placefor their family in caseof anemergency.

After the presentation, the children went outside to
practiceinthefiredepartment’s” SmokeHouse.” The
house simulates a smoky situation by allowing the
children to crawl through a kitchen and hallway
underneath fake smoke. The teachers were all

impressed with the students’ abilitiesto review and
retell what they had |earned that day. The students
had the opportunity to makefurther connectionsthe
very next day when the school building had afiredrill!

Firefightersexplain how to escape aburning building.
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e

Rashaud and Trell come through the “ Smoke House.”
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Atlanta History Center

In October, thethird through fifth grade elementary
students went to the Atlanta History Center. Upon
arrival, each gradewas split into three groups. The
third grade students went on an outside tour of the
Tullie Smith farm. However, thetour was cut short
dueto atornado watch. Instead, they al stayedinside
and learned how people in the 1800s used scented
pouchesto makethemsalvessmell good. Thestudents
madetheir own scented poucheswith lavender. They
also learned about wooden toysthat children played
withonthefarm, such asthe Jacob’sL adder, asmple
wooden toy that s mulatesacontinuous|adder.

The third graders enjoy rocking on the porch.

The old fashioned toys are fun.

Thefourth gradersenjoyed the Native Americans of
Georgiatour, wherethey learned about the Cherokee
and Creek Indians. They saw artifactsthese Native
Americansmade and used for daily lifeand trading.
The students|earned how the Indians used corn for
food. They aso saw wheretheseIndianscurrently live
intheUnited States. Whileinsde, thegroup wasshown
adeer skin, arabbit skin, adrum made out of deer
parts, and clothesthe Indianswore. Thelast part of
their tour was making masks.

Thefifth graders went on the American Civil War
tour and saw many artifactsthat were made and used
inthe battles. They learned what the soldiershad to
carry daily for the battlesand for their basic needs.
They dsolearned how to makebullets, usng thesame
methods asthewomen and children used during the
war. All thestudentsenjoyed learning about lifealong
timeago.
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The guide helps Rusiatie her pouch with yarn.
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Fall Quarter Activities

The Fonz and his sidekick

Tiana Jacobo and Lauren Washington Themilking stool M eeti g friends on the first day of school
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Fall Quarter Act|V|t|es

Xylindaand Titaniarelax at lunch.

Krystal an Kevi 0 the Odyssey.

Adam Garfinkel expla nsMARTA Breeze cards, Students vs staff The robotics teams
AtlantaArea School for the Deaf Fall/Winter 2010




Fall Festival 2010

AASD celebrated its 18th annual Fall Festival on
Saturday, November 6th. Theweather wasfantastic,
and the turnout amazing. We had carnival games, a
clownbounce, agiant dide, arock climbingwall, crafts,
organizations serving the deaf, and an auction. The
auctionwassmall but still successful. Weauctioned
many fun and exciting items. It isnever too early to
start collecting itemsfor next year’sfestival. We' Il be
happy to store them here at school. We had around
150 volunteers, many from GeorgiaPerimeter College
Interpreter Training Program. We also had some of
our own high school studentssign up towork. They
had agreat day, asdid all whojoined usinthefun.

Thank you for awonderful Fall Festival 2010. Weare
looking forward to next year! Our next Fall Festival
will be on Saturday, November 5, 2011. If you want
to donateitemsfor our silent auction or want to help,
please contact the school or Carrie Kalberg at 866-
639-0470.
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TheFall Festival Pep Rally Band kicks off thefestivities.

Deja, Camry, and Normadressfor the 60s.

y for the Pep Rally to start
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Playing the carnival gam isafavorite.
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T Middle School
8 5+ 90000000020 8 “Home Run”

' Winners Go
Bowling

The middle school
department hasan exciting
positive behavior support
programcalled“You Have
Got a Home Run!” This
positivebehavior support programissmilar totherules
of abaseball game. It encourages childrentofollow
al of thebehaviord expectationsin middleschool, and
those expectationsare:

" Respect yoursdlf and others

" Beontimeand prepared for class

" Encourageapostivelearning environment
" Usedectronicsappropriately

" Dressappropriately

The*You Have Got aHomeRun!” program rewards
studentswho meet all of the behavioral expectations
eachweek. Each childreceivesa”basebal” to put on
aposter to show thisaccomplishment.

Each child who getsa*“homerun” threeweeksina
row receivesanicecreamasareward. Thesecond
set of threeweeksinarow (6 weekstotal) icecream
will begiven again. Thethird set of threeweeksina
row (9 weekstotal) your child earns a pizza party!

The best part isthat children who earn 10 or more
homerunsinan 11-week period arerewarded witha
gpecia and funfiddtrip.

On Friday, November 19", twenty-six middle school
students earned aspecial trip to Suburban Lanesin
Decatur, GA. They bowled two games and had a
wonderful time! Congratulations to the home run
winners: Manuel Avecedo, Deja Barber,
Christopher Battle, Shar Ban Be, Taja Bedell,
Jared Brown, Rebecca Boggs, Ayner Garcia,
AlexusHill, Rachd Hunter, Tiana Jacobo, Quincy
Lewis, Manuel Magana, Christopher
McBurrows, Camry McCaleb, Jenny Nicolas,
Rosa Per ez, Brandon Perkins, Elizabeth Ramos,
Deyanira Rodriques, Aaron Sosa, Tommorow

Swanson, Norma Torres, Marcina Turner,
Christian Utley, and L auren Washington. Keep
up the good work, middle school! The next special
eventwill beroller skating sometimein February. Please
encourageyour childtokeepupther postivebehavior
inschoal.

MARTA Five Points Sation

Thispast September, agroup of high school students
went on afieldtriptovisit the Five PointsMARTA
Stationto get aMARTA Half-Fare Breeze Card. The
god for these studentsisdevel op important lifeskills,
which meanslearning to travel independently. This
independence increases a student’s options for
employment. When students graduatefromAASD,
they will know how tolocate, advocatefor, and obtain
sarvicesfor themsalves.

What is the MARTA Half- Fare Program? The
MARTA Haf-FareProgramdlowsdigibleindividuds
toride MARTA trains and buses at areduced fare.
Deaf studentsaredigiblefor thisprogram. Your child
canrecelveaMARTA Half Fare Breeze Card which
hastheir photo ID. ThisalowsthemtouseMARTA
(busor train) for 90 centsinstead of $1.80 oneway.
Because of thisprogram, many studentsarenow able
to participateinextracurricular activitiessuch assports.

If you areinterested in enrolling your child in the
MARTA Half-Fare Program, please contact Adam
Garfinkel, Transition Coordinator, at

agarfink@doe.k12.ga.usfor moreinformation about
thisprogram.

We have our MARTA Breeze cards.
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AASD Volunteers at
Project Open Hand

In October, a group of students from AASD
volunteered at Project Open Hand in Atlanta. This
non-profit organization suppliesheathy foodto people
who aresick with chronic diseases. Project OpenHand
issuccessful because of the peoplewho volunteer their
time packaging and ddlivering food.

Thestudentswho volunteered included the high school
food science classand theinternship students. When
we arrived, we watched a brief video about the
organization. Thenthegroup of eager volunteerswent
inthewarehouseto package nonperishableitemsin
boxesfor peoplewho havehedth conditionsand might
not have any other way to get nutritiousfood to eat.
Each box wasfilled with tunafish, wheat crackers,

Everyone pays attention to the instructions,

_.:-1[

Lucy M I 0 packsabox.

The students worked really well as a team. They
formed anassembly lineto get thejob donefast. Each
person wasrespons blefor aspecificitem that wasto
be placed in the box. After working for 4 hours, the
students had assembled atotal of 765 boxes. AASD
goesdowninhigory asthefirst Desf school tovolunteer
with the organi zation. Project Open Hand volunteer
coordinatorswere very impressed with thework that
the studentsaccomplished. They commented, “ These
studentsworked harder, faster, and had better team
work than most adult volunteers. Pleasecomeagain.”

o

-

Resting after agreat d of volunting
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Robotic Technology
Competition

Robotics and programming have
e becomean amazing experiencehereat
AASD. Students enjoy making and programming
robotsintechnology class, but themost funishaving
robot competitions where students show off their
programming skillsto seewho hasthe better robot.
Studentsalso get to go see other students compete at
FIRST - aninternational robot competition held at the
GeorgiaWorld Conference Center. Thisfal, fifteen
students participated in the Intramural Robotic
Competitionat AASD. Working in teamsof two, the
students demonstrated their robots in front of the
studentsand staff. Studentswerejudged on technica
performance, cregtivity, and difficulty in maneuvering.
Thisyear, for thefirst time, thegirlsproved ther skills
and did better than the boys! Congratulationsto the
winners, Alison Antwineand Kir sten Perkins,

Deion and Xavier perform asteacher Zoom Bakari watches.

Best Wishes Megan Metzler

Sarah Megan Meltzer hasattended AASD sinceshe
was 3 years old. This May, Megan was going to
graduatefromAASD. However, her mother recelved
afantastic offer for employment, and they moved to
South Carolina. With bittersweet feelings, Meganis
attending South Carolina School for the Deaf. This
will beher first timeattending aresidential school. We
will missMegan and wish her the best. TheAASD
Transition Department gave her a* SeeYou Later”
party with her fellow seniorsduring lunch.

o
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Ms. Cox and Ms. Green wish Megan farewell.

Homer’s Odyssey

In October, the high school students went to
Oglethorpe University to see a performance of
Homer’s Odyssey. In preparation for this trip the
studentsread a oud thepoemindassfor severa weeks.
During thistimethe studentslearned of Odysseus's
strugglesto return to hisfamily after the Trojan War.
The play was adapted to show how a modern day
soldier must adapt to life once he/sheleavesthewar.
Studentsand staff all raved about the performance.

X q’l:l_-' 4 3
, |

= g
Students and staff wait for admission to the theater.
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Video Production at AASD

Studentsintechnology classat AASD learned about
video production thissemester. Theroleof the student
in this course wasto develop inquiry and problem
solving skills within the context of scientific
investigation. Students planned and coordinated
camerasetup, used proper film techniquesfor video
production, edited their films, and presented their
completed projects.

In October, the studentstook afield trip to thelocal
NBC 11 Alivenewsstudio to give them aglimpse of
what isactually involvedinfilm productionwork. The
11 Alive news personnel were very cordial to the
students. The students enjoyed atour of the entire
complex. They saw an actud liveproductionandeven
made acameo gppearance. Studentsgot to seewhat
happens both behind the camerain the control room,
and infront of the news camerainthestudio. The
students brought along school video cameras to
document their trip. A few studentseven interviewed
some of the 11 Alive news team staff for AASD’s
PND. Everyonelearned alot about video production
intherea world and enjoyed the experi ence.

Learning how ateleprompter works

The students pose outside the studio.

Student Council 2010-2011

Congratulationsto the new Student Council members
for the 2010-2011 school year. President Erika
Carrazcoand VicePresident Felix Dickerson are
looking forwardto anexciting year. XylindaCollins
IS the new Secretary and Tiana Miles is the
Treasurer. The new representatives are Antonio
Jackson and Jorae Smith for 9" grade; Keiera
Copeland and Kevin Hernandez for 10" grade;
Christina Anderson and Joshua Grant for 11"
grade; and Ezequiel Mixcoatl and Alex Valdez for
12" grade. L uisNar anjoisthe Parliamentarian. The
Student Council isaready hard at work planning the
2011 AASD Prom. Students cometogether to lend
their voicesto helpimproveAASD.
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Fall Festival Dance

The recregtion department sponsored adancefor the
high school studentsto kick off the Fall Festival in
November. Thestudentshad awonderful timedancing
inthegym. Many of the studentsbrought their own
musi ¢ and enjoyed teaching someof the staff to dance.
Staff al so provided some*old fashioned” music and
showed the students how we used to dance whenwe
weretheir age. Brittney Brownwasawesome, teaching
many of thestudentssomeof her super-smooth moves.
Everyone enjoyed socializing and visiting. Many
students who are not grouped together in classes
enjoyed the opportunity to hang out together. Snacks
wereserved, andtheFall Festival spiritwasfeltby dl.
Many thanksto all the staff who gave up a Friday
night at hometo stay and chaperone!

J

The students teach each other their best moves.

Erickaand Anthony have agreat time. Donte Stanley and Keierra Copeland
AtlantaArea School for the Deaf Fall/Winter 2010




Sock Puppet Day

The recreation department sponsored asock puppet
day in October for the elementary students. The
studentshad ablast creating their own puppets made
from old socks. Crestivity and imagination took off as
the studentsbecameinvolved in their projects. One
student had recently gotten glassesfor thefirst time
and made apoint to create her puppet with glasses.
AASD Director Kenney Moorevisited therecreation
room during the activity and posed for afew pictures
with the studentsand their puppets. It wasajoy to see
the studentsexploretheir creative side. Sock puppet
day wasdefinitely ahuge success!

S

Daniel Mayeis prou of his puppet.

River’s puppet has an orange nose. The sock puppets like hanging out together.
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Parent Engagement
Parents Taking the L ead

November hasbeen* Parent Engagement Month” at
AASD. Theword engagement isused to stressthat
parentsaremorethan justinvolved. Parentsaretaking
ownership and responsibility for the educationa
achievements of their child. AASD isproud to say,
“Our parents are engaged!” We have parents who
areactively seeking leadership roleswithintheschooal,
the community, and as representatives to state
government.

We areextremely proud to announcethat one of our
parents, M s. Guadalupe Crespo-Martinez, hasbeen
chosen to represent AASD on the State
Superintendent’s Advisory Council. Ms. Crespo-
Martinez is engaged and has accepted the huge
responsibility of representing al AASD parentstothe
state. The state superintendent also has a Student
Advisory Council, and one of our students, Amber
Sheppard, was chosen to represent AASD. Her
mother, Ms. Tiffany Lawson, is not only a proud
parent, but an engaged parent. She gave her daughter
the confidence to know that her educational
achievementsarelimited only by her efforts. Amber is
an engaged student!

The Department of Education (DOE) iscommitted to
the State Schoolsbeing included in therepresentation
of theloca school systems. Thethree State Schools,
AtlantaAreaSchool for the Deaf, GeorgiaSchool for
the Deaf, and the Academy for the Blind, weregiven
fundingto hireaparent mentor asapart-timeemployee
of the DOE. A parent mentor must haveachild with
special needs and be willing to accept |eadership
respongbilitieswithintheir loca school system. Within
AASD we had eight men and women apply for the
position. All of theapplicantsareengaged inthelife
of their child and the school. Stay tuned for the
announcement of the new parent mentor.

Is AASD engaged in the parents? Absolutely!
Community Sgnlanguage classesbeganin December.
Henry County held thefirst community signlanguage
class. Special thanksgoto Ms. MichelleLaw, the
parent mentor in Henry County who hel ped uslocate

aclassroom in the Henry County Medical Center,
Educetiond Fecility.

Parents can beengaged in variousother waysaswell.
You can become parent |eaderswithin the school by
committing to giveaminimum of one hour per week
to assist school personnel. You may aso help locate
serviceswithinthe community that will assist other
parents who may be in need of food, shelter, jobs,
after school activities, discount shopping, and more.
Doyou haveaskill you canteach students, or that can
help their families, such as sewing, construction,
painting, gardening, catering, computer technol ogy,
sports, music, dance, etc.? When one parentisable
to help another parent, no matter how small it may
seem, they are showing engagement intheir students
achievement aswell.

Let’'s Do Lunch

Studentsin JamiaGreen and Chantd Watkins science
classesearn monthly rewardsfor good behavior. The
studentsearn pointsevery day inclassby meeting the
requirementsfor showing respect, being prepared,
participating, etc. Sometimesthereward isagame
day in classwith Wii gamesand other fun computer
games. Occasionally thereward islunch off campus.
Students earn aticket on the busand pay for lunch
themsealves. Itisawaysaspecia treat to eat lunch of f
campus. A recent special treat for these studentswas
lunch a Golden Corrd. Yummy!!

2 i
Itisafun and delicious reward for everyone.
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Georgia PINES

The Parent Infant Network for Educational Services
(GeorgiaPINES) providesearly intervention services
innatura environmentswith anemphasisontraining
familiesof childrenfrombirthtill fiveyeaersof agenewly
diagnosed with sensory loss. Sensory lossincludes
hearing loss, visual impairments, deaf-blind, and
sensory impairmentswith additional multipledisabilities
GeorgiaPINES missionisto support, educate, and
empower familiesof young children with sensory loss
to positively impact their quality of life through
collaborativeeffortsin natural environment. Currently,
GeorgiaPINES servesover 500 familiesthroughout
Georgiawith over 200 contractors. There are four
different programswithin GeorgiaPINES. The SKI-
HI Program servesfamiliesof children with hearing
loss. TheINSIT program servesfamiliesof children
with hearing lossor visud impairmentswith additional
disabilities. TheVIISA Program servesfamilieswith
childrenwithonly visud impairments. TheDeaf Mentor
Program servesfamilieswith childrenwhowant touse
sign language as amain communi cation method for
thefamily.

Mrs. Clare Sullivan retired on October 29, 2010,
having served Georgia PINES as Program Manager
for elevenyears. Dr. Alice Stanley becamethe new
Program Manager on November 1, 2010. She was
the SKI1-HI Program Coordinator prior to taking the
position asthe Program Manager. GeorgiaPINES s
inthe processof hiring anew Program Coordinator
for the SK1-HI Program. With thechange of having a
new Program Manager and anew SKI-HI Program,
Georgia PINES is committed to continue to grow,
adapt, and embracenew andimproved waysof serving
families of children with sensory loss in Georgia
efficiently and effectively. GeorgiaPINESwantsto
thank AASD for its continual support under the
leadership of Kenney Moore. Together, Georgia
PINESand AASD aremaking thedifferencefor the
childrenweserve.

Strengthen aparent...
and you strengthenachild.
Fred Rogers

Panther Readers Club

Thethemefor the Panther Readers Clubthisyearis
based on The W zard of Oz, with studentsfollowing
the yellow brick road to see how many books they
canread. Studentswho meet their reading goalsare
rewarded with a special event in the library each
semester. In October the high school students
celebrated with avariety of Wii games. Everybody
loved that activity.

-yl - W
and Stephon Garciaplay Mario Galaxy Wii.
T _Tuadors =

Anthony Watson and Anthony Sinkfield like Wii bowling.
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Volleyball

Thisyear, theAASD volleyball team=
had a greatly improved season. We
learned to “bump, set, and spike.” We
traveled to North Carolina, Kentucky
and Alabama to play against the deaf teams. In
Kentucky, we won 2nd place in their tournament.
Christina Ander son received an award for M ost
ValuablePlayer and Brittney Brown receivedthe
award for Best Defensive Player . Wewill missthese
two seniorsnext year, for they have played beautifully
for us. Thisyear’steam was ChristinaAnder son,
Denetrice Arnold, Brittney Brown, Xylinda
Coallins, Xylonda Collins, Camry McCaleb,
Jaquisha New, Jessica Santiago and Amber
Sheppard. Our team managerswere Nick Foster
and TravisM cClain. Our record for the season was
5-11. Many thanksto head coach K ayleen Pugh and
assistant coach L aRhonda Strickland.

On the court at the Alabama School f
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Soccer

The soccer team had an amazing
season. We won 12 games! We
played our first tournament at the
Kentucky School for the deaf and

we won 1% place! Luis Naranjo won Best

Offensive Player and Hugo Soto and M oise Gatua
madetheAll Classc Team. Wed so madethe playoffs
in our league and won 3" place in the tournament.

Another highlight was our |ast regular season game

wherewe beat the 2 place team inthe league, Mill
SpringsAcademy. Team captainswereL uisNar anjo
and M arvin M ar quez. L uisbrokethe school record
of goa sscoredinonegame. Hescored 4 inonegame
and 21 for the season. Hugo Soto scored 18 goalson

the season. We arelooking forward to next season!

¥
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Boys Varsity Basketball

Thevarsity basketbal| season began on
. October 19th, and AASD’sVarsity Boys
' areoff to an exciting start. Head coach
Reginald Bess and assistant coach
;&ﬂ‘ Adam Garfinkel have been working

hard to enhance the boys basketball
skills. With only four gamesplayed thusfar, AASD is
now ranked 8thintheAtlantaAthletic Conference
(AAC). Having lost a couple of our best players
because of agerestrictions, we are starting thisyear
with someyoung, unseasoned players. Blair Roberts,
Jr. and JesusOntiverousareour key playersat this
point. Blair iscurrently ranked number twointheAAC,
with the second best average of pointsper game. Jesus
iscurrently number four intheAAC. Thisisimpressve
considering the AAC commissioner selected only
twenty students from eight different schools. The
coachesareproud of their boysfor their valiant effort.
We have 18 more games to play this season. Go
Panthers!

L ¥

The arsi ty boys hustle for the ball.

Junior Varsity Boys Basketball

Weareentering into our second year of junior varsity
basketball at AASD. The2010-11 JV Boysare: Amir
Ahmed, Evan Ferguson, Deion Harvey-King,
Kevin Hernandez, Marvin Marquez, Ezequiel
Mixcoatl, Justice Pyne, Cordell Richard, Jorae
Smith, Donte Sanley, and Alex Turner. Thisyear
wewill be competing against The Cottage School,
BrandonHall, TheHoward School, andthe Chrysdis
Experiential Academy. Some of the experienced boys
will havetheopportunity to play against theAlabama
School for the Deaf and the Kentucky School for the
Deaf. The boys have already earned their first win

against the Cottage School in November. The current
record is 1-2, and the boys are determined to win
more gamesin the next few months. We arelooking
forwardtoawinning year and makingit totheAtlanta
Athletic Conferencetournament. Many thanksgo to
Head Coach Adam Garfinkel and assistant Coach
Victor Calloway.

Junior varsity boys beat the Cottage School.

X

Head coach Robert Calloway and . ' :
assistant coaches Candace Jones W
and Danielle Valenza are ecstatic to be

starting their first basketball season with thevarsity
girls. Witharecord of 1-4 sofar thisseason, thegirls
are putting forth their best effortson the court. The
girlsarehighly motivated toimprove, attend practice
sessionsregularly, and exhibit apositive attitude on
and off the court. Welook forward to winning more
games

Girls Basketball

The girlstake off down the court.
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